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An account of Napoleon's ascent to the height of power, from his Corsican childhood to carving
a French empire out of half of Europe. Marshall's narrative focuses on Napoleon's military
victories that eventually lead to his exile, return to power, and subsequent final defeat at the
Battle of Waterloo.
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BATTLENAPOLEONIC IMAGESNAPOLEON AT SCHOOLTO the south of Europe there is a
sunny blue sea called the Mediterranean.In this sunny, blue sea about fifty miles from the coast
of Italy lies the island of Corsica, a rugged and beautiful little island, full of mountains. Its people
are hardy and brave, and, like all mountain peoples, they love liberty. But for hundreds of years
the island belonged to the Republic of Genoa. The people hated to be ruled by Genoa, and at
last, under a leader called Paoli, they rebelled and fought for freedom—fought indeed so well
that they nearly drove the Genoese out. Then the Genoese asked the French to help them, and
at last, tired of the struggle, they sold the island to France.At that the Corsicans were very angry.
What right had the Genoese to sell them like cattle to a new master? they asked. So they went
on fighting the French, as they had fought the Genoese.Among those who fought were Charles-
Marie Bonaparte and his brave wife, Letizia. Bonaparte was an Italian, but for many years his
family had lived in Corsica. He was a noble; but in Corsica there was little difference between
nobles and shepherds—they were all poor and proud alike. Letizia was young and beautiful, yet
she bore all the hardships of war bravely. She followed her husband even to the battle-field. She
was often in danger from flying bullets, yet she feared nothing, and thought only of the safety of
her husband and the freedom of her country. By mountain paths, steep and narrow; through
trackless forests, called in Corsica, "maquis"; over streams where there were no bridges, Letizia
followed her husband. She was only a girl, but she had the heart of a hero, and not until the
struggle proved hopeless did she give in.For France was great and Corsica little, and brave
though the people were, they were at last forced to yield; their island became part of the French
dominion, and their leader Paoli fled over the seas.And here, in this little isle, almost before the
roar of battle had ceased, among a people full of sullen anger and bitterness against their
conquerors, one blazing August day in 1769 a little son was born to Charles and Letizia
Bonaparte. They gave him the name of Napoleon, a name which he was to make famous all the
world over, and for all time to come.Napoleon had several brothers and sisters, and their mother,
having only one servant, had little time to look after the children. So she gave them a big, empty
room in which to play. The walls and floor of this room were bare, and there was nothing in it
except the children's toys. Here they were allowed to do as they liked. They scribbled and drew
pictures on the walls, and played at all sorts of games. Napoleon always drew soldiers marching
to battle, and he played with nothing but a drum and a wooden sword. He used to get up battles,
too, amongst the boys of the neighbourhood. The wars would last for months at a time, during
which there would be many fierce fights, surprises, and assaults. Napoleon was always leader,
and made the others obey him. He was afraid of no one, and he bit, scratched, and slapped any
one, big or little, as he chose. He was often noisy and quarrelsome, and bullied his brothers and



sisters, especially Joseph, who was older than he.But at times, even when he was a very small
boy, he would be moody and. thoughtful, and would walk about by himself, refusing to speak or
play with the others. He was an untidy little boy, not caring in the least how he was dressed.
Straight dark hair straggled over his brown face, his stockings hung down over his shoe-tops,
and altogether he must have looked a wild little harum-scarum.When Napoleon was about five
years old he was sent to a school for little girls kept by nuns. But he did snot stay long there and
was soon sent to a boys' school, with his brother Joseph. Here the boys in class were set
opposite each other in two rows, each under a large flag. One was the flag of Carthage, the
other the flag of Rome, with S.P.Q.R. upon it, which means "Senatus Populusque Romanus."
That is Latin for "The Senate and People of Rome."The boys were arranged like this so that each
side might try to learn better than the other, and fight and conquer in lessons, as the Romans
and Carthaginians fought in war.As Napoleon was the younger of the two brothers, he was put
on the side of Carthage. But he did not like that at all, for in history he knew the Romans had
always been the conquerors, and he liked to be on the winning side. So Joseph, who did not
mind so much, changed with Napoleon, and allowed him to be a Roman.Napoleon loved
soldiers better than anything else and he longed to be one. Every morning, before he went to
school, he was given a piece of white bread. This he used to give to a soldier in exchange for a
piece of coarse brown bread. His mother was not very pleased at this. "Why do you give away
your good white bread for a piece of brown?" she asked him one day.
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Joel Frederick, “This was a really good overview of Napoleon's life. This was a really good
overview of Napoleon's life. I would recommend this book for junior high through high school
students that want to learn who Napoleon was and what he did. I will be having my students
read it this year.”

outdoor lover, “Illustrious Illustrations. I bought the book for the famous portraits. The story line in
in the elementary grade level reading but the portraits are world class!”

Melinda Johnson, “Five Stars. upper grades”

Linda, “Four Stars. Napoleon was very interesting, this book brought that to life.”

Shugo Tsuruoka, “very good to read. I think this book is suitable for children to read and get
some idea about one of the heroes in European history.”

Major Bonkers, “Five Stars. Great the book underlines major events of the Napoleonic wars and
Napoleons childhood”

J.E., “Good for children. Good to introduce young children to Napoleon without a lot of the
political additives that would be relevant for higher level of understanding. I found that I had to
beef this up for my 12 year old, it would have been better when she was 8. Good introductory
book.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 39 people have provided feedback.

NAPOLEONIC IMAGES NAPOLEON AT SCHOOL NAPOLEON AN OFFICER NAPOLEON IN
EGYPT NAPOLEON AS CONSUL NAPOLEON AS EMPEROR NAPOLEON AND PRUSSIA
NAPOLEON IN SPAIN NAPOLEON IN RUSSIA NAPOLEON EMPEROR OF ELBA
NAPOLEON'S LAST BATTLE



Language: English
File size: 5548 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Print length: 114 pages
Lending: Enabled
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

